Thursday

January 28, 2010

Dear Parents,


Greetings in this new year and this new semester. I hope that everyone is aware that we will begin our celebration of Catholic Schools Week with the 5:00 PM Mass this Saturday, January 30, 2010.  Students from St. Patrick’s will be serving as greeters, readers, singers, and musicians at that Mass as we emphasize the importance of our Catholic school as a critical evangelical ministry of our parish.  I hope that as many of you as possible will attend that Mass as a show of solidarity within our school family.  The annual Winter Carnival, hosted by the Home and School Association, will follow the Mass and kick off a week-long series of activities that focus on the theme for this year, “With Grateful Hearts, We Give You Thanks.”

Of course, “the best laid plans of mice and men oft go astray” and at this time of the year in Missouri, the weather is always a factor that can have a negative impact on any plan that’s made.  

This brings me to a discussion of inclement weather and a short review of what our school families can do to find out about school closings or the cancellation of school activities.  We are utilizing a number of ways to try and get information out to our patrons.  Once the determination to close school has been made (and we try to make that decision as early as possible) a message that school will be closed is immediately posted on the school answering machine.  In addition, an entry is made on the St. Patrick Catholic School site on cancellations.com (there is a link to this site on the school web page).  Also, there will be a broadcast of our school’s closing on the radio…KZNN 105.3… KTTR 1490…KDAY 103.1…KXMO 95.2…KMST 88.5.  Finally, the Springfield Broadcast Council is notified as well as KMOV (Channel 4) and KSDK (Channel 5) so the closing can be announced/viewed on your television stations.  We are genuinely trying to get the word out to our parents through a wide range of media as soon as we possibly can.  

Regarding make up days, we build a certain number of snow days into the calendar (this year we allowed for three).  In addition, no school is scheduled on Martin Luther King Day or President’s Day. However, these two holidays are not necessarily “set in stone.”  Depending on the severity of the winter weather, when the inclement weather strikes, the number of snow days we have to take in a given year, and how much nasty weather we are still likely to experience, these two days could very easily be used to make up snow days that we may have had to take prior to that holiday.  For a number of reasons, it’s better to make up snow days as early in the year as we can, rather than wait until the end of the year.  For one thing, students are more focused on learning in the middle of the year than they are at the end.  For another, we run less risk of colliding with family vacation plans on Martin Luther King Day and/or President’s Day than we do when we’re trying to make up days in late May.  So…as a general rule, if we’ve had a snow day prior to one of these holidays (last year all our snow days came in February…after both of these holidays), St. Patrick Catholic School families need to plan on going to school on that day. We will give you as much notification as we possibly can before a schedule change.  As of right now, unless you hear differently…
especially with another round of inclement weather looming and the possibility of another snow day…We will be going to school on President’s Day, February15, 2010.  I hope everyone will try to understand the complex nature of these decisions and be patient and generous in their judgments.
In Christ,

Michael S. Brooks, Principal
