Thursday

October 29, 2009

Dear Parents,


The school year is rolling right along! Already our students have completed the first quarter!  From all accounts, parent/teacher conferences last week were very positive and productive.  Everyone here is looking forward to the next two months which will be filled with new opportunities for learning and lots of holiday celebrations, beginning with the activities planned for Halloween this Friday!


As we begin this new quarter, I would like to ask our parents to take a little time and reflect on this question:  

What would be the impact on our children, our parish, and our city if, for some reason or another, St. Patrick Catholic School no longer existed?

I posed this question to the faculty, staff, and school board earlier this year and have received some very interesting and insightful responses.  Now I would like to hear from our parents and patrons. 

All of us in our school community, teachers and parents alike, want our school to be the very best it can be for our children.  Toward that end we are constantly asking ourselves, “How can we improve?  How can we do what we’re doing even better the next time we do it?”  As educators, we know that it is the very nature of a professional to always assume that we never really “arrive”…that there is always more to learn…that are always better and more effective ways to accomplish the tasks before us.

However, in all this striving to improve our school...all this focusing on where we need to be better, we often overlook and take for granted the many things that we’re doing right at St. Patrick’s.  As a result, our conversation about our school can often take on a negative tone.  If the only thing we talk about is what’s wrong, people who hear our discussions (and even we ourselves) might perceive that nothing right is really happening in our school…and that’s simply not true.

I’ve found that the question I’m asking you to reflect on has a sort of a backhanded way of getting us to focus on some of the many positive aspects of our school.  We need to be mindful of these things just as much as we need to be mindful of the areas where we need to improve.  We need to speak these things…to one another…to people in the parish who are not directly connected to the school…and to the Rolla community at large.  But we won’t speak them unless we’ve identified them.


So…I’m inviting all of you to reflect on this question…to take a little time to jot down your thoughts and ideas…and then to get those ideas back to me either in a written note or via e-mail (mbrooks@rollanet.org).  I will read your ideas with great interest, compile a summary of what I receive, and report my findings back to you.  Hopefully, the result will be an increased awareness and appreciation of the genuine gift that St. Patrick’s is to our parish and our city. 

In Christ,

Deacon Michael S. Brooks, Principal

